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THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRANT PARISH SCHOOL 

 BOARD OF THE PARISH OF GRANT, STATE OF LOUISIANA, TAKEN  

AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JULY 1, 2025 

 

The Parish School Board of the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, met in its regular 

meeting place, the Grant Parish School Board Office, Colfax, Louisiana, in Regular Session, 

Tuesday, July 1, 2025 at 6:00 o’clock P.M. 

      There were present Mrs. April Brouillette, Mr. Lloyd Whitman, Mr. Mason Briggs, Mrs. 

Lisa Roberts, Mrs. Karen Layton, Mrs. Deborah “Debbie” McFarland and Mr. William “Bill” 

Riggs. Mr. Mike Slaughter was absent. 

 Dr. Erin Stokes, Secretary-Treasurer was also present. 

 The Parish School Board of the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, was duly convened 

by Mr. Mason Briggs, President of the Grant Parish School Board, who then stated that the Grant 

Parish School Board was ready to transact any business which may come before the Board 

 Motion by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Brouillette and unanimously approved the 

June 3, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes and the June 16, 2025 Special Meeting Minutes. 

 No guests signed in to be recognized. 

Committee items: 

Construction Committee: 

Board President, Mason Briggs, adds Mrs. McFarland to the Construction Committee. 

Mr. Scott Gaspard, Gaspard Construction Services, Grant Parish School Board 

Construction Manager updated the board members and superintendent on construction. 
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Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. McFarland and unanimously approved to accept 

Mr. Gaspard’s Report. 

Finance Committee:  

Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mrs. Brouillette and unanimously approved Grant 

High School quote from Terry’s Roofing & Sheet Metal Inc. for roof overflow drain repair in the 

amount of $28,600.00. 

The Superintendent and Board Members reviewed court order concerning payments to 

sub-contractors for Montgomery High School. 
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Motion by Mrs. McFarland, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved  

renewal of the 4-H MOU, Justin Dufour, Parish Chair, Grant Parish Ag. Center addressed the 

board members. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Brouillette and unanimously approved Pay 

Application #24 for Georgetown High, payable to M.D. Descant, LLC in the amount of 

$36,111.40. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously approved Pay 

Application #25 for Georgetown High, payable to M.D. Descant, LLC in the amount of 

$110,236.10. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mr. Whitman and unanimously approved Invoice #1 

for Verda Elementary, payable to Barron Heinberg & Brocato Architecture Engineering Planning 

& Interior Design in the amount of $28,305.04. 

Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously approved time and 

date for the August 2025 Board Meeting for Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 6:00PM. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Brouillette and unanimously approved Scope of 

Work for NIET services. 

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved allowing 

the Superintendent to enter into a contract with The Center for Literacy and Learning for 

consulting services for the 2025-2026 school year. 

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mr. Riggs and unanimously approved a Resolution 

authorizing the Superintendent to negotiate and execute Rapides Foundation 2025-2028 Early 

Childhood Education Access Grant. 
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Motion by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously approved a 

Resolution authorizing Superintendent to negotiate and execute Rapides Foundation Healthy 

Behavior Grant Agreements.  
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Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mrs. Brouillette and unanimously approved a 

Resolution authorizing Superintendent to negotiate and execute Rapides Foundation Effective 

Schools Grant.  
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Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously approved the 2025-

2026 District Employee Handbook. 

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved the 2025-

2026 Athletic Handbook and 2025-2026 Grant High, Grant Jr. High, Georgetown High, 

Montgomery High, Pollock Elementary, South Grant Elementary and Verda Elementary Student 

and Faculty Handbooks. 

Roll call vote to adopt 2025 Millage Rates and was unanimously approved. (Mason 

Briggs – yay, Lisa Roberts – yay, Karen Layton – yay, Lloyd Whitman – yay, Deborah 
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McFarland – yay, William “Bill” Riggs – yay, April Brouillette – yay, Michael Slaughter II – 

absent. 
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Motion by Mrs. McFarland, seconded by Mrs. Brouillette and unanimously approved 

granting the superintendent permission to sign the Engagement letters to maintain Rozier, 

McKay & Willis as the Grant Parish School Board Certified Public Accountants for the Annual 

Independent Audit. 

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved to amend 

the 2024-2025 General Fund Budget. 

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved 

preliminary approval of the 2025-2026 General Fund Operating Budget and allow spending to 

commence based on this preliminary approval. 

Motion by Mrs. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Riggs and unanimously approved 

preliminary approval of the 2025-2026 Parishwide and District Budgets and allow spending to 

commence based on this preliminary approval. 

Motion by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Brouillette and unanimously approved 

preliminary approval of the 2025-2026 Lunch Fund Budget and allow spending to commence 

based on this preliminary approval. 

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. McFarland and unanimously approved 

preliminary approval of all other 2025-2026 Budgets and allow spending to commence based on 

this preliminary approval. 

The Superintendent discussed with the board members Personnel Report, Financial 

report, Student Count, Teacher positions, District wide meeting for teachers and personnel and 

upcoming LEAP score updates. 

 Motion by Mrs. McFarland, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously approved 

adjourning the meeting. 

 

                                                                        s/Mason Briggs 
                                                                        Mason Briggs 
                            President     
                            Grant Parish School Board 

 

ATTEST: _____________________ 
Dr. Erin Stokes 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Grant Parish School Board 

 

 


