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THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRANT PARISH SCHOOL 

 BOARD OF THE PARISH OF GRANT, STATE OF LOUISIANA, TAKEN  

AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, JULY 2, 2024 

 

The Parish School Board of the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, met in its regular 

meeting place, the Grant Parish School Board Office, Colfax, Louisiana, in Regular Session, 

Tuesday, July 2, 2024 at 6:00 o’clock P.M. 

      There were present Mr. Lloyd Whitman, Mr. Mason Briggs, Mrs. Lisa Roberts, Mrs. 

Karen Layton, Mrs. Deborah “Debbie” McFarland and Mr. William “Bill” Riggs. Mrs. April 

Brouillette and Mr. Mike Slaughter were absent. 

 Dr. Erin Stokes, Secretary-Treasurer was also present. 

 The Parish School Board of the Parish of Grant, State of Louisiana, was duly convened 

by Mr. Mason Briggs, President of the Grant Parish School Board, who then stated that the Grant 

Parish School Board was ready to transact any business which may come before the Board 

 Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mrs. McFarland and unanimously approved the 

June 4, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes and the June 25, 2024 Special Meeting Minutes. 

No guests signed in to be recognized. 

Retirement: Cindy Barriors, Assistant Finance Director at the Central Office, effective  

June 22, 2024. 

Committee items: 

 Construction Committee: Mr. Scott Gaspard, Gaspard Construction Services, Grant 

Parish School Board Construction Manager, updated the Board Members on construction. 
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Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved to accept 

Mr. Gaspard’s Report. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved to table 

Agenda Item number VI.A.3. till the August Board Meeting: Discuss and Consider holding J.M. 

Lyons Construction, LLC., in default for “Renovations and new constructions for Montgomery 

High School”. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mr. Whitman and unanimously approved to table 

Agenda Item number VI.A.4 till the August Board Meeting: Discuss and Consider, the Board 

will need to consider construction change directive for liquidated damage penalties to J.M. 
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Lyons Construction, LLC., for the “Renovations and new construction for Montgomery High 

School” (up to $62,500.00). 

The Finance Committee and the Transportation Committee did not meet due to lack 

of time.  

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously approved Pay App.#10 

for Colfax Elementary payable to M.D. Descant, LLC in the amount of $169,033.50. 

Motion Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved Invoice #11 

for Colfax Elementary payable to Barron Heinberg & Brocato Architecture, Engineering 

Planning, Interior Design in the amount of $4,268.55. 

Motion by Mrs. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Whitman and unanimously approved 

Invoice #1816 for Grant High payable to Gentry & Holder Floors, Inc. in the amount of 

$22,570.00. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved Invoice 

#1817 for Montgomery High payable to Gentry & Holder Floors, Inc. in the amount of 

$10,000.00. 

Motion by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Riggs and unanimously approved Pay App.#11 

for Pollock Elementary payable to Tudor, Inc. in the amount of $221,025.00. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mr. Whitman and unanimously approved Pay 

App.#13 for Georgetown High payable to M.D. Descant, LLC in the amount of $360,549.51. 

Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mrs. McFarland and unanimously approved to 

table Agenda Item number VI.C.1. till the August Meeting:  Discuss Policy: IDE Co-Curricular 

Activities and Extra-curricular Activities. 

Motion by Mrs. McFarland, seconded by Mr. Whitman and unanimously approved out of 

state travel for Grant High and Georgetown High FFA for the National FFA Contest in 

Indianapolis Indiana, October 21-25, 2024 (Grant High: 1st Place – Food Science Team, 1st Place 

– Geaux Teach Ag. and 1st Place Ag. Science Fair – Aiyana Bell & Kurtlyn Kerry, sponsors) 

(Georgetown High: 1st Place Sheep Production – Emma and Jennifer Winslett). 

Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mrs. McFarland and unanimously approved 

authorizing Superintendent to hire LEAN Frog Consulting Group to do a District-wide Salary 

Compensation Study. 
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Superintendent Stokes discussed the new school and district accountability system 

recently approved by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously received and approved 

revised 2024-2025 Extended Month Calendar and 2024-2025 12 Month Calendar. 
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Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. McFarland and unanimously approved a 

Resolution authorizing Superintendent to negotiate and execute Rapides Foundation Healthy 

Behavior Grant Agreements.  
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Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved a 

Resolution authorizing Superintendent to negotiate and execute Rapides Foundation Effective 

School Grant. 
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Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously received and 

approved Policy File: JGCF, Behavioral Health Support for Students (New Policy) and Policy 

File: Policy File: JGCFA, Behavioral Health Services for Students. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously approved the 2024-

2025 Grant Parish School System Student Handbook.  

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously received and 

approved the 2024-2025 Georgetown High, Grant High, Grant Jr. High, Montgomery High, 
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Pollock Elementary, South Grant Elementary and Verda Elementary Student and Faculty 

Handbooks. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mr. Whitman and unanimously received and 

approved the 2024-2025 Grant Parish School Board Employee Handbook.  

Motion by Mrs. McFarland, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously received and 

approved the 2024-2025 Grant Parish School Board Continuous Learning Plan Strong Start 

Guidance. 

Received for approval at the August Meeting the 2024-2025 Grant Parish School Board 

Athletic Handbook.  

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously received and 

approved the 2024-2025 Grant Parish School Board Loan Agreement (School District Provided 

Technology Device Form).  

Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mr. Riggs and unanimously received and 

approved the Grant Parish School board Chromebook Insurance Guidelines. 

Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously received and 

approved the revised, Policy: JS, Appendix A, Grant Parish School Board Technology Fee 

Change. 

Roll call vote to adopt 2024 Millage Rates and was unanimously approved: Mr. Mason 

Briggs – Yay, Mrs. Lisa Roberts – Yay, Mrs. Karen Layton – Yay, Mr. Lloyd Whitman – Yay, 

Mrs. Deborah McFarland – Yay, Mr. William Riggs – Yay, Mrs. April Brouillette – absent, and 

Mr. Mike Slaughter – absent. 
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Motion by Mrs. Robert, seconded by Mrs. McFarland and unanimously approved 

granting the superintendent permission to sign the Engagement letters to maintain Rozier, 

McKay & Willis as the Grant Parish School Board Certified Public Accountants for the Annual 

Independent Audit. 

Motion by Mr. Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved preliminary 

approval of the 2024-2025 General Fund Operating Budget and allow spending to commence 

based on this preliminary approval. 

Motion by Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mr. Whitman and unanimously approved 

preliminary approval of the 2024-2025 Parishwide and District Budgets and allow spending to 

commence based on this preliminary approval. 

Motion by Mrs. Roberts, seconded by Mrs. Layton and unanimously approved 

preliminary approval of the 2024-2025 Lunch Fund Budget and allow spending to commence 

based on this preliminary approval. 

Motion Mrs. Layton, seconded by Mrs. Roberts and unanimously approved preliminary 

approval of all other 2024-2025 Budgets and allow spending to commence based on this 

preliminary approval. 

Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mr. Riggs and unanimously approved to amend 

the agenda to add: Consider authorizing staff to issue request for qualifications for Disaster 

Mitigation Contractors. 

Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mr. Riggs and unanimously approved with roll 

call vote to authorizing staff to issue request for qualifications for Disaster Mitigation 

Contractors: Mr. Mason Briggs – Yay, Mrs. Lisa Roberts – Yay, Mrs. Karen Layton – Yay, Mr. 

Lloyd Whitman – Yay, Mrs. Deborah McFarland – Yay, Mr. William Riggs – Yay, Mrs. April 

Brouillette – absent, and Mr. Mike Slaughter – absent. 

The Superintendent discussed with the board members: Personnel Report,,Financial 

Report, Student Count, Southern Region Leadership Conference – Beau Rivage, Biloxi, MS – 

Sunday, July 21st – Tuesday, July 23rd and School Board Disclosure Statement – Responding 

Period: School Year 2024-2025 – Louisiana Board of Ethics due September 15, 2024. 

 Motion by Mr. Whitman, seconded by Mr. Riggs and unanimously approved adjourning 

the meeting. 
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                                                                        s/Mason Briggs 

                                                                        Mason Briggs 

                            President     

                            Grant Parish School Board 

 

ATTEST: _____________________ 

Dr. Erin Stokes 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Grant Parish School Board 

 

 


